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ABOUT ACACIA

Acacia is a self-taught full stack web developer and brand
identity designer. She has 10 years of experience running a one
woman boutique creative web studio.

She shares tech tips, design inspiration, and important industry
news on her blog, Design+. She also interviews creative

entrepreneurs to find out what inspires them.

Her most recent project is a full length book, Uncommon
Creative: The Handbook for Unicorns. This book is the story of her
journey as a solopreneur web creative as well as a collection of
her best web and design business practices for web developers
who design and web designers who develop.

SAMPLE BOOK HIGHLIGHTS

How to price your work Women in tech

Find Dream Clients The history of the creative web
Create your own brand Project management that works
How to get and stay inspired Graphic design for the web
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FIND THE BOOK

This book is now available
through the following
retailers:

acaciacarr.com

Apple Books

Blurb.com

Select bookstores (TBA)

PRINT DETAILS

11 chapters. Includes 228
pages with 20 full color
original digital graphic
collages by the author.

All books are printed on 70#
White Uncoatead Text Paper

N (105 GSM) using high quality
' full color digital printing.

| Unconmuon me

THE HANDBOOK FOR UNICORMNS

AVAILABLE FORMATS

eBook $14.99
Available in PDF, Mobi & Apple Books

Softbound (Print) $36

with glossy cover

Digital Storyteller Box $50
Crystal USB in a branded
presentation box. Includes bonus

artwork, digital wallpaper,
resources for Unicorns and more!

Hardbound editions with image
wrap or dust cover available
by special order.

Print Dimensions: 6" x 9”

Shipping is available thru USPS.
UPS available by special request.

All orders are shipped same
day, Monday-Saturday. Delivery
estimate between 7-10 days.
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TARGET AUDIENCE

This book is written for web
developers, web designers,
web creatives, and digital
solopreneurs.

Millennials, Xennials, and
Zentennials. All genders, all
walks of life.

This book is designed for
entry level and experienced
professional web creatives.

|deal readers are
self-learners with passion for

technology, creativity, and
numanity.

STORY IDEAS

Re-programming your mind
for success

Women in technology

How to start a creative web
studio

Attract higher paying clients

How to write and self-publish
your first book

How to get more done in a
day than you do in a week

The importance of being bold

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

How did you become a
solopreneur web creative?

Who inspires you?
How can web creatives stay
relevant in such a fast paced

industry?

What are the most important
ski

Is web developers can learn?

What are your favorite
technology products?

What does the typical day of a
solopreneur look like?

Where do you see web
development in 5 years?

How can we, as a community,
support women in tech?

How can people protect their
privacy and security online?

What advice can you give to
developers and designers who
are just starting out in their
careers?

What is the most difficult
challenge you have faced in
your business, and how did you
handle it?
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AUTHOR BIO (FULL)

Acacia has been coding since she taught herself the basics
of HTML and CSS in 1998—the same year Google went live.
She is now a full stack web developer proficient in all
aspects of planning, designing, testing, launching, and
marketing a website.

Her previous work experience includes everything from
being assistant to the trial team of one of the busiest
corporate law firms in the US, to waiting tables, painting
houses, and walking dogs.

In 2004, Acacia spent the year as Assistant to the Director
of Santa Fe Kumon. She helped with the daily operation of
the learning center, and tutored students in math, reading,
and writing. During her time at Kumon, Santa Fe Kumon
was recognized as a top regional Kumon performer by the
Kumon organization. This is where Acacia discovered her
love of helping others learn.

[t wasn't until Acacia was 26 and living in the Bay Area that
she found her passion for creative web development as a
profession. She took some online classes on Flash and
project management from Cerro Coso Community
College—one of the few college programs offering web
design classes at the time—and was quickly hooked.

After 1 year, Acacia began doing work for clients outside of
class. Her early sites were pro bono projects for family,
friends, and non-profits. Within another year, Acacia was
doing full time paid professional web design.

Over the next several years, Acacia absorbed everything

she could about code, design, and running a business. She
watched hundreds of hours of self-improvement videos,
. set clear goals, and soon began working with clients
around the world in a variety of industries including
healthcare, journalism, entertainment, education,
ecommerce, and the non-profit sector.
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This book is the story of one woman'’s journey as a self-employed
creative web developer.

lt's also a history of the evolution of creative web design, an ode
to the wandering creative, a challenge to follow our boldest
dreams, and an exploration of the future of work.

Acacia explores the potential for women in tech as well as shares
some very fascinating statistics about the modern American
workforce and the state of student debt today.

Uncommon Creative offers an analytical comparison of the value of
a college degree vs self-instruction in the fast moving field of
technology. For Acacia, the verdict is clear. A career in technology
is available to anyone who has the interest to pursue it and the
ability to self-learn. College is not a requirement in this field. In
fact, learning on the go is the new normal, and that is best done
online, at your own pace.

Above all, Uncommon Creative is a celebration of the integrated
creative web. When the web first orginated, the makers of the web
created both the style and code of any given website. Over the
years, Acacia has noticed a trend for the design and development
of a website to be handled as two separate elements.

This book shows that the code and design of a website are but
two sides of the same coin. Reintegrating these two elements into
one skillset benefits everyone involved in a project as well as the
project itself.

Acacia provides her best methods on how to become a more fully
rounded web creative—also known as a Unicorn—so that
projects flow smoothly and less time needs to be spent translating
between the technical and the creative facets of web work.

This book is written to inspire and to help solopreneurs and
agency owners alike to achieve improved success with their
creative web practices, but anyone who loves the Web can find
value in its pages, too.
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BOOK EXCERPT

from my chapter on pricing, called “The Value of Your Work”

Ah, pricing...that mysterious concept that for many years no one
wanted to talk about. Part science, part art, deciding how to price
your work is one of the most difficult aspects of self-employment.
lt's also one of the most important factors in keeping your career
as a Unicorn on track.

The arts are a broad category, including everything from jewelry
design to theatrical performance to movies to radio to gaming
and beyond.

Let’s talk about graphic design specifically for a moment to really
understand the value of what we do. Every single one of these
arts also relies, whether directly or indirectly, on graphic design
principles.

Every point of purchase and all points of
communication—whether art-related or not—involve graphic
design in one way or another. In truth, it’s our most valuable
business and communication tool.

When done well, graphic design communicates, elevates,
convinces, and celebrates. It opens up sensitive topics for debate.
It builds a pathway between the audience and the concept. It
makes people feel. It makes people think.

When used for the wrong reasons or with a lack of awareness to
its power, it can also be ugly, useless, insidious, and even
dangerous.

Therefore, the value of our collective creative work as visual
communicators, graphic designers, and web creatives must never

be overlooked.

Copyright Acacia Carr © 2018. All rights reserved.




ACACIA CARR

MEDIA KIT

AUTHOR OF UNCOMMON CREATIVE: THE HANDBOOK FOR UNICORNS

THIS BOOK MATTERS

This is one of a very few books written by a woman in
technology. It is rarer still for a web developer who is also
a web designer to write a full length book.

Even though women were the world's first programmers
during the early days of computers, we now make up only
about 20% of the tech workforce worldwide.

The algorithms and systems that now have a major partin
our everyday lives are born from a framework of the
thoughts and attitudes of the people who create them.
The way we perceive the very world we live in is—in
part—shaped by the people who work in technology.

Acacia believes that for the Web to be the best it can be,
we need more women and minorities to pursue careers in
technology.

This book is written by a woman for everyone. Anyone
who wants to do meaningful work in creative technology.
Anyone who believes that life should be like a dream come
true. Anyone who has the drive to learn, to grow, and who
IS courageous enough to face failure on the path to their
own future success.
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